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MONOPOLY TAG
Is To Be Poison

To U. 8. Insurance 0f
Health, Doctor Nays.

Ran Against Truman Plan|
And Won, Arkansan Tells
General Practitioners.

‘DR. RUFUS B. RUBINS,
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Compulsory Federal health insur- |’
ance would fly directly in the face '
of the American people’s dislike of |!
monoply, Dr, Rufus B. Robins,|;
Camden, Ark., Democratic National
Committeeman for his state, said
in Cincinnati last night.

Speaker of the Congress of Dele-
gates of the Americah Academy of
General Practice, Dr. Robins|
checked in at the Netherland Plaza|
lon the eve of the opening of the
Academy’s annual convention,
which will end Wednesday. He is|
the only general practitioner, also‘
the only Southerner, on the 10-man ]
Planning Committee recently:
named by the American Medical:
Association to steer its $3,000,000;
fight against the administration's|
national health insurance plan and|
for extension of voluntary medical
care insurance programs. |

“I was against that compulsory
health insurance as a Democrat in|
my party's campaign,” Dr. Robins|
said. “I was elected to the Demo-
cratic National Committee by 50,000
votes over my two opponents, I
know what my people want!”

“WOULD MEAN MONOPOLY.)”

“The attention of the American
people must be called to the fact
that wunder compulsory Federal
"‘hea.lth insurance the government
“lwould have an absolute monopoly
of health insurance in this coun-
try,” Dr. Robins said. He prophe-
sied that if the government would
“stay out of the health insurance
field” for two or three years the
population could be adequately cov-
|ered by voluntary insurance.
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"leratic politicians seem determined|

(la plan imported from sick Europe.”
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“The philosophy of the Truman
administration is obviously to tax

of the common man as well as
those in higher income brackets so|
that a powerful Federal govern-
ment will gain more and more con-
/trol over the lives of its subjects,”
Dr, Robins said. He said the gen-
eral practitioners must go back to
their communities over America
“and tell the people the facts in
this case.”

“You must show them that this|
‘something for nothing' lure which
the Washington bureaucrats are

pen':n'e both financially and also
/from the standpoint of loss of

“The social planners and bureau-

to push over in healthy America

TOPS IN EXPECTANCY,

The United States leads the world
in average individual life expect-
|ancy, mow 68 years, Dr. Robins
pointed out, against an expectancy
of 49 years in 1900, Of the 200,000
medical doctors in the United
States, approximately three-fourths
are in active practice or a physician
for every 710 persons. Great Brit-
ain ranks next in the global pro-
portions with ome physician for
every 870 persons, Physician popu-
lation is increasing faster than the
general population, he said. There
were 14 per cent more physicians
in 1948 than in 1940, compared to
12 per cent more population,

During the depression, he said,
physicians gave approximately one-
third of their time to free work;
today they are still giving about
one-sixth of their time—"and will-
ingly.” Their charges have not
risen as much as the cost of liv-
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1/medical dollar was 32 cents in 1929, _
s/is only 25 cents today, whereas the 1
y|hospital's was 13 cents and now is|
|21 cents (the “medical dollar” also|
.|would include costs of drugs, etc.). |-
More than 52,000,000 American |;
citizens have some form of hos-|,
pital or medical care protection, or|
both, today, Dr. Robins stated. Most
premiums for Blue Cross (hospital) |
\land Blue Shield (medical) care in-
y| surance cover a whole family amply
¢/for a premium no greater than the
0 cost of one pack of cigarettes al
.|day. :
1| EARNED WAY IN SCHOOL. |
! Dr. Robins, 49, has practiced in|
t|his Arkansas community of 12,000
“|since he took his M.D, degree from|
.|the  University of Chicago. He|
earned his way through college by
teaching in country schools and
working .as a telegraph operator,
the “General Practice News” re-
" |veals.

“General practitioners, as family
doctors, are the backbone of medi-
cine in this country,” Dr. Robins
|said. “America today depends upon|
~|them for the care of 85 per cent of|
| |illnesses.”
|| Mac F. Cahal, Executive Secre-
| ltary of the Academy, struck a
similar note. ‘“The general practi-|
- [tioner is in the very vanguard of
' |the fight against socialized medi-
" |cine,” he said, “If the people have
- [confidence in their family doctors
' |they won't want the government
to take over.”
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they won't want the governmentjor more physiclans, rather than
to_take over.” getting their practitioners by “run-
He suggested that in rural com-|ning tax money through a chain
munities where medical service is/of expensive bureaus between the
needed “(he banker, lnwyer, editor community and Washington and
and other leading citizens” get|back before the residue finally is
together to make a country prac-|returned to provide whatever bene-
tice attractive and feasible for onglfits can be given with what i left."
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Mrs. Edna Rohins

Services for Mrs Edna Robins, 33,
widow of Dr. Rufus B. Robins, will be at
12:30 p.m. Saturday in St. Luke's Meth-
odist Church, 6401 W. 32d St, Little
Rock, Ark. Mrs. Robins died Thursday
in Littla Rock, where she' moved after
her husband died here in 1970. Dr. Rob-
ins was former director of medical edu-
cation at Norwegian-American Hospital
here and before that was Democratic
national committeeman from Arkansas.
Mrs. Robins and her husband were ac-
tive in the Chicago Temple [First United
Methodist Church] at 77 W. Washington
St. The chimes sounded daily in the
temple were donated by Mrs. Robins
and are dedicated to Dr. Robins’ memo-
ry. Mrs. Robins is survived by a son,
Dr. Scott Hardin; four brothers; a sis-
ter; and three grandchildren.




